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Chairmanôs Report  

The time following the convention is a welcome 

opportunity to catch breath and relax for a few 

months. Its not long though before deadlines 

start approaching to get ready for the next round 

of CSG activity. I expect I feel it more than most 

having acquired more committee responsibilities 

than I expected, but there is small hard working 

team behind the scenes assisting with the 

decision making and delivery who we should all 

be grateful for!  

If any other members would like to get involved 

in the running and organisation of the club and 

its activities please get in touch, there are 

committee and assistant committee positions 

which can be carried out locally or remotely. 

The big news is confirmation of our speaker line 

up for the 2020 Convention. You can find the 

promotional poster in the Journal, or on our 

Facebook site if you want to share the 

infor mation further.  The speakers include 

familiar faces and some new aquatic talent 

which the CSG is always keen to nurture. 

Tha announcements of the Convention details 

was tainted with the sad news of two CSG 

regulars who will be fndly remembered and 

sadly missed. I have shared the sentiments 

below as I posted on our Facebook site. 

John Hetheringt on  

John was a familiar and friendly face on the 
show circuit, with a keen interest in Aspidoras. 
John is accredited with fixing the gold Aspidoras  
in the hobby after discovering a few gold fry 
among his C125 offspring.  

John will be sadly missed by anyone who knew 
him. The CSG Committee's thoughts are with 
John's family and friends at this sad time.  

John's close friend Bernard O'Neill remembers - 
'John was a very knowledgeable but unassuming 
aquarist widely respected in aquatic circles. I 
never failed to be amazed at his knowledge, 

skills and ingenuity. John, Janet and I travelled 
the North to fish events and I shall miss him as a 
very dear friend.' 

 

John Hetherington receiving awards at a CSG show 

Keith Myers  

Keith and his wife Bonnie were regulars at CSG 
events sharing some of the best quality 
Yorkshire bred catfish at ours auctions I have 
ever seen. 

Keith was an amazing aquarist churning out 
countless rare catfish including Corydoras 
weitzmani , eques, duplicareous , sp. black, 
Scleromystax barbatus , Aspidoras , Ancistrus 
L183, L184 and other non-catfish species 
including hillstream suckers. I have a few groups 
of Keithôs fish in my tanks, as will many of you. 

I travel led over to their house in East Hull about 
8 years ago with my kids to pick up some surplus 
tanks and was overwhelmed with their kindness 
and hospitality to my boys.  

I picked up some great tips on breeding and 
feeding the countless young fish in his tanks 
whilst I visited. I was also pleased to receive a 
monster cucumber at each of our September 
show and auctions, home grown to feed to my 
plecos! 

I am sure you will all have your find memories of 
John and Keith , who were two of the best fish 
keepers and breeders in the North of England . 

Mark  chairman@catfishstudygroup.org

 

 

mailto:chairman@catfishstudygroup.org
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Description of a new Corydoradinae catfish   

Corydoras granti , Tencatt , Lima, Britto  2019  

Whilst we are quite used to the pleasingly 

regular description of new catfish species, the 

naming of a fish after a living aquar ist is not so 

common. Even less-so the naming of a fish after 

an aquarist, rather than a professional scientist.  

The honour is even more pleasing when it is 

bestowed on one of the CSGôs longest standing 

members who contributes so much to the 

furthering of the  study of catfish, and is a great 

friend to me and many other people involved in 

the catfish world .  

Iôm sure that unless you had been locked in a 

room devoid of contact with the outside world 

you will have already heard the news that Steven 

Grant has been forever immortalised following 

the work he did to identify that a relatively 

common fish we knew in the hobby had been 

incorrectly named, or at least lumped in with 

another obviously different species based on 

their differing morphologies.  

The result is the scientific work of the last few 

years by Luiz Tencatt and colleagues who 

described Corydoras granti  (formerly C020) as 

distinct from Corydoras arcuatus  in a recent 

paper. The Catfish Study Group provided 

financial support to Luiz during his visit to 

Bri tish Museum of Natural History. The paper is 

highlighted below in the image and abstract: 

 

óAfter 80y꜡ears of misidentifications, the 

analysis of the holotype of  Corydoras arcuatus 

plus several non type specimens attributed to 

this species allowed its recognition and also 

revealed a new species, both sharing the 

following diagnostic features: a long, arched, 

continuous black stripe that runs parallel to the 

dorsal profile of the body and extends at least 

from the anterior margin of the first 

dorsolateral  body plate to the posterior portion 

of caudal peduncle; absence of transverse black 

bars on caudal fin; infraorbital 2 in contact 

with sphenotic and compound pterotic.  

In addition to these features,  C. arcuatus can be 

distinguished from congeners by havi ng the 

posterior margin of both dorsal and pectoral 

spines with laminar serrations directed 

towards their origins.  

The new species can be additionally 

distinguished from its congeners by presenting 

the following combination of features: ventral 

surface of trunk entirely or partially covered by 

relatively large and coalescent platelets; 

absence of spots or blotches on dorsal fin; and 

posterior margin of both dorsal and pectoral 

spines with serrations directed towards their 

tips. Finally, an identification k ey to all arc

striped species of Corydoras  is provided.ô 

The work was initiated  in response to an article 

Steve produced for the CSG Journal back in 

2014, ( image below) and can be accessed from 

our website. 
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Well done Steve for joining the ranks of the few, 
the great and the good of the fishkeeping world 
who have been immortalised with the honour of 
a description!  
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Chronic Recurrent Colour Change in Hypostominae (Loricariidae)  
Steve Grant  

 

 
A fully morphed Parancistrus aurantiacus  ï Steve Grant  

 
Chronic Recurrent Colour Change (CRCC) that 
occurs over the course of days, weeks, or months 
in loricariids with no apparent reason (e.g. not 
the common sudden reaction to changes in 
light/dark exposure or substrate change) is of 
interest to aquarists, particularly the reason for 
the change (Konn-Vetterlein, 2016; Deuschle, 
2018). The change in question usually involves 
changing from dark to a yellow/white base 
colouration (fully or in patches) and back again. 
In this article the phenomenon is discussed and 
a hypothetical cause suggested. 
 

Examples of colour changes in 
Hypostominae  

 
The majority of loricariid species with CRCC are 
relatively few when compared to the number of 
species, but the examples known appear to 
mainly fall within genera of the subfami ly 
Hypostominae i.e. Parancistrus  Bleeker, 1862; 
Hypostomus  Lacepède, 1803 (e.g. H. luteus 
(Godoy, 1980)); Pseudacanthicus Bleeker, 1862 
(e.g. P. spinosus (Castelnau, 1855)); 
Hypancistrus  Isbrücker & Nijssen, 1991 (e.g. H. 
cf. debilittera ); and óHemiancistrusô  Kner, 1854 
(e.g. H. guahiborum  Werneke et al., 2005); 
(Konn-Vetterlein, 2016; Deuschle, 2018; 
authorôs own observations). The Hypostominae 
are the most distal (most recently evolved) 
branch of the Loricariidae subfamilies 
(Armbruster, 2004; Lujan et al ., 2015; Roxo et 
al ., 2019), diverging at an estimated 38 Ma. It 
could be coincidence that they appear to form 
the bulk of examples of this particular form of 
colour change, but this warrants further 

investigation as it may be linked to their 
relatively recent evolutionary development. 
 

 
 

Hypostomus luteus beginning change  ï 
Steve Grant  

 

 
 

Hypostomus luteus part changed  ï Steve 
Grant  

 
Hypostomus luteus fully changed ï Steve 

Grant  


